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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 4, 9, 12, 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tsutsumi (Pub. No: 20040220995). 

Regarding claim 1, Tsutsumi discloses a terminal for interacting with a service provider 
via a signaling tag comprising: a controller 10 capable of actively operating an application, 
wherein the controller 10 is capable of receiving information regarding a signaling tag at least 
partially over an air interface (fig. 3, [0016]. The terminal 20 transmits a request message (a 
signal tag) to the terminal 10 in order to request a service from the service equipment 40. The 
request message (the signal tag) includes ID and password of the terminal 20), wherein the 
information includes information relating to a service type representing a service offered by a 
service provider 40 (fig. 3, [0016]. The terminal 20 requests the service from the service 
equipment 40, for example, e-mail, news delivery and the like), wherein the controller is capable 
of accessing the service, and thereafter performing a predefined action based upon the 
information relating to the service type, the application actively operating on the terminal and a 
state of the application (fig. 3, [0013] and [0016]. Inherently, the system includes the necessary 
software, hardware, firmware or a combination thereof to accomplish the stated task or 
functionality. Additionally, the applicant is advised to clearly define the term "signal tag"). 
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Regarding claim 4, Tsutsumi discloses all the limitations in claim 1. Furthermore, 
Tsutsumi discloses the terminal information relating to the service type includes a service locator 
representing a location of the service represented by the service type, and wherein the controller 
is capable of accessing the service based upon the service locator ([0016]. Inherently, the system 
includes the necessary software, hardware, firmware or a combination thereof to accomplish the 
stated task or functionality). 

Regarding claim 9, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1. 
Regarding claim 12, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 4. 
Regarding claim 17, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1. 
Regarding claim 20, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-3, 5-6, 8, 10-11, 13-14, 16, 18-19 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Tsutsumi (Pub. No: 20040220995) in view of Miyaji (Pub. No: 
20050125561). 

Regarding claim 2, Tsutsumi discloses all the limitations in claim 1. However, Tsutsumi 
does not disclose a terminal wherein the controller is capable of performing a predefined action 
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by receiving data from the service into an actively operating application when the terminal is 
actively operating an application in a state of receiving data. 

In the same field of endeavor, Miyaji discloses a terminal wherein the controller is 
capable of performing a predefined action by receiving data from the service into an actively 
operating application when the terminal is actively operating an application in a state of 
receiving data ([0041] to [0043]. Obviously, the system includes the necessary software, 
hardware, firmware or a combination thereof to accomplish the stated task or functionality). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the portable information terminal of Tsutsumi by specifically 
including a terminal wherein the controller is capable of performing a predefined action by 
receiving data from the service into an actively operating application when the terminal is 
actively operating an application in a state of receiving data, as taught by Miyaji, the motivation 
being in order to transmit the application to the plurality of communication devices via the local- 
area communications network from the single communication device having received 
transmission of the application. 

Regarding claim 3, Tsutsumi discloses all the limitations in claim 1. However, Tsutsumi 
does not disclose a terminal wherein the controller is capable of performing a predefined action 
by sending data to the service when the terminal is actively operating an application in a state of 
presenting data. 

In the same field of endeavor, Miyaji discloses a terminal, wherein the controller is 
capable of performing a predefined action by sending data to the service when the terminal is 
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actively operating an application in a state of presenting data ([0041] to [0043]. Obviously, the 
system includes the necessary software, hardware, firmware or a combination thereof to 
accomplish the stated task or functionality). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the portable information terminal of Tsutsumi by specifically 
including terminal wherein the controller is capable of performing a predefined action by 
sending data to the service when the terminal is actively operating an application in a state of 
presenting data, as taught by Miyaji, the motivation being in order to transmit the application to 
the plurality of communication devices via the local-area communications network from the 
single communication device having received transmission of the application. 

Regarding claim 5, Tsutsumi discloses all the limitations in claim 1. However, Tsutsumi 
does not disclose a terminal wherein the controller is further capable of selecting a signaling tag 
before receiving information regarding the signaling tag, wherein the signaling tag comprises a 
Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) transponder tag 

In the same field of endeavor, Miyaji discloses a terminal according to claim 1, wherein 
the controller is further capable of selecting a signaling tag before receiving information 
regarding the signaling tag, wherein the signaling tag comprises a Radio Frequency 
Identification (RFID) transponder tag ([0043]. Obviously, the system includes the necessary 
software, hardware, firmware or a combination thereof to accomplish the stated task or 
functionality). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the portable information terminal of Tsutsumi by specifically 
including terminal wherein the controller is further capable of selecting a signaling tag before 
receiving information regarding the signaling tag, wherein the signaling tag comprises a Radio 
Frequency Identification (RFID) transponder tag, as taught by Miyaji, the motivation being in 
order to transmit the application to the plurality of communication devices via the local-area 
communications network from the single communication device having received transmission of 
the application. 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Tsutsumi and Miyaji disclose all the limitations in 
claim 5. Furthermore, Miyaji discloses a terminal wherein the controller is capable of sending an 
interrogation signal to the RFID transponder tag, and wherein the controller is capable of 
receiving information from the RFID transponder tag in response to the interrogation signal 
([0047]. Obviously, the system includes the necessary software, hardware, firmware or a 
combination thereof to accomplish the stated task or functionality). 

Regarding claim 8, the combination of Tsutsumi and Miyaji disclose all the limitations in 
claim 5. Furthermore, Miyaji discloses a terminal wherein the controller is capable of selecting a 
signaling tag by passing the terminal within a predefined distance of a signaling tag ([0047]. 
Obviously, the system includes the necessary software, hardware, firmware or a combination 
thereof to accomplish the stated task or functionality). 

Regarding claim 10, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 11, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 3. 
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Regarding claim 13, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 5. 

Regarding claim 14, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 6. 

Regarding claim 16, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 8. 

Regarding claim 18, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 2. 
Regarding claim 19, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 3. 
Regarding claim 21, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 5. 
Regarding claim 22, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 6. 

5. Claims 7, 15 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tsutsumi (Pub. No: 20040220995) in view of Miyaji (Pub. No: 20050125561) and further in 
view of Barile et al. (Pub. No: 20050134449). 

Regarding claim 7, the combination of Tsutsumi and Miyaji disclose all the limitations in 
claim 5. However, the combination of Tsutsumi and Miyaji do not disclose the terminal wherein 
the controller is capable of sending at least one interrogation signal to the RFID transponder tag, 
wherein each interrogation signal is associated with a different service type, and wherein the 
controller is also capable of receiving a response from the RFID transponder tag to one of the at 
least one interrogation signal that triggers the response, and thereafter identifying a service type 
based upon the interrogation signal that triggers the response. 

In the same field of endeavor, Barile et al. disclose the terminal wherein the controller is 
capable of sending at least one interrogation signal to the RFID transponder tag, wherein each 
interrogation signal is associated with a different service type, and wherein the controller is also 
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capable of receiving a response from the RFID transponder tag to one of the at least one 
interrogation signal that triggers the response, and thereafter identifying a service type based 
upon the interrogation signal that triggers the response ([0012] to [0016]. Obviously, the system 
includes the necessary software, hardware, firmware or a combination thereof to accomplish the 
stated task or functionality). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the portable information terminal of Tsutsumi and Miyaji by 
specifically including the terminal wherein the controller is capable of sending at least one 
interrogation signal to the RFID transponder tag, wherein each interrogation signal is associated 
with a different service type, and wherein the controller is also capable of receiving a response 
from the RFID transponder tag to one of the at least one interrogation signal that triggers the 
response, and thereafter identifying a service type based upon the interrogation signal that 
triggers the response, as taught by Barile et al., the motivation being in order to provide the 
collected information for verification. 

Regarding claim 15, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 7. 

Regarding claim 23, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 7. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. 

Suda et al. (Pub. No: 20040171373) communication control method and program 
Ramamurthy et al. (Pub. No: 20050104719) networking applications for data collection 



Application/Control Number: 10/767,586 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 2688 

Yonekura et al. (Pub. No: 200401 10474) connection unit radio communication system 

Gloekler et al. (Pub. No: 20050258955) aggregating and communicating tracking 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dai A Phuong whose telephone number is 571-272-7896. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eng George can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be' obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Dai Phuong 

AU: 2688 

Date: 12-10-2005 
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